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SquareSpace offers a free 14-day trial for exploration of its platform. I’m not going to lie; 

I dislike SquareSpace very much. I went into this assignment with the intent to create a graphic 

design portfolio, so that's what I had in mind while selecting site templates. I browsed design 

portfolio sites, and selected Pazari. This template had a simple design that I felt would be great in 

showcasing my design works. The template’s home page had clickable main boxes, for a 

portfolio category that you’d click to open up a page with all the works.  

However, it soon became apparent to me that I was going to have trouble with creating a 

design portfolio on this site without some necessary components. At first, I had issues because 

this site is like WordPress in which you can't upload a PDF, where the site would take a 

screengrab of the pdf to be its image. As a design portfolio, I’d need actual visuals of the design 

works, so I really did not want to just upload the files as buttons they couldn't see. So I thought 

I’d create sections, just like my original design portfolio, and add the work in buttons, but again, 

that brought the issue of visuals, and it became a much bigger project since I couldn't go and 

have multi-page documents as an image. Ultimately, I decided that a mini poetry site would be 

cute and would allow me to explore without getting too overwhelmed with the site's minimal 

functionality.  

https://papaya-tarantula-gdr2.squarespace.com/
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Once I knew what I was going to do it became much easier to work with SquareSpace, 

though I still had a few issues. The first thing I did was delete the extra/filler portfolio pages that 

came with the template, as, at first, I could not edit them. I think it was an issue with my 

computer that added to issues with SquareSpace; it did not agree with Chrome. At first the pages 

window wouldn’t even show, instead showing a flickering black square on a white background 

(loading page I assume) and several times I had error messages while working. I switched over 

to another computer for a bit, but similar issues persisted. Afterwards, I went back onto my 

Chromebook, exited out of my account and the pages, then logged back in. Everything worked 

more smoothly after that.  

 

Changing the pages. At first they were filled with my design portfolio categories before I changed my site contents.  
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Error messages. 

One thing that really irked me about Squarespace was that I had to go through an extra 

step to change a photo. When adding the main photo for the poems (the photos that appear on the 

home page), I first had to delete the photo there already, then upload the photo, instead of, for 

example, clicking on the photo and then clicking edit or replace. Because of this step, I had a 

hard time figuring out how to edit/change photos in the first place. Later, I realized that the type 

was too dark for the image overlays, but could not change the color. I was able to change the 

opacity of the image overlays so it was a little better to read, but still not the color of the type. In 

addition, I realized that the page slugs were the original categories from my design portfolio, so i 

had to change them to match the poems. 
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Changing photos, opacity, and slugs. 

Everything else I worked with was quite simple. I had no trouble adding the poetry 

content as SquareSpace’s block editor is similar to WordPress. The only issue with it, was the 

hover function to add a new block. Since my laptop seems to quite hate SquareSpace, there were 

times where the little teardrop arrows wouldn’t show, or I had to scroll away then back to where 

I wanted to add the block before it appeared.  
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Adding the poems. 

The next thing I did was my contact page. That page was fairly easy to do; I kept the 

original layout but made it my own, and added the form. I also made the social icons on the 

bottom bigger. I was going to add my blog site, resume, and portfolio sites to the contact page, 

but realized that I didn’t even have an about page, and decided to create one and add those items 

to it. 
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Creating the contact page. 

My favorite page was my about page. It worked really well, and SquareSpace's 

functionality aided me in creating it. I had to add a page to create my about page as the template 

did not come with it. I selected a page template, and went with it. Here, though, I cropped my 

photo as it’s size created a weird effect on the text and added too much white space. I cropped it 

at the bottom and top, then adjusted the text accordingly. After, I added my resume and blog and 

portfolio site links. It was through this page that I figured out how to add files to SquareSpace. I 

uploaded the wrong file at first, but quickly realized my mistake and fixed it, now that I knew 

what to do. Essentially, you create a button, then add a link to that button. However, if you go to 

the link settings, you can make it a downloadable file, and have it open in a new tab (a feature I 

love for my sites). Adding a file is more complex than adding links to buttons, so I had no 

trouble adding my respective sites to the page.  
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Adding a page and selecting a page template. 
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Creating my About page: editing photos and adding files and links to buttons. 
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The last thing I did was to create a password for my site. I was trying to see the site from 

the user's point of view and not the editor, but when I copied and pasted the site address into 

Google incognito (so I’m not logged in), the site did  not exist. I found out that if i created a 

password, you could see it with no trouble and no login info.  

 

Password page. 

I do agree that SquareSpace is simple to use. I think the bad compatibility with my laptop 

and the site (and my own predilection for complex things) was the root of my problems. I would 

need more time to familiarize myself with all its functions, and possibly different templates, in 

order to figure it out. 
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Final site pages. 

 

 


