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Deborah Afolabi
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DIG 325: Visual Design for the Web
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CMS Exploration: WordPress
https://deborahafolabi.news.blog/

For this CMS exploration, we took a look at WordPress. The platform is mainly a
blogging software, but offers ecommerce, portfolio, and other essential features needed for
businesses and other companies and organizations to thrive online. WordPress offers a free site
domain to users for one year, with any plan they decide to use. If someone chose the main free
option, they would only have their site for one year before it would be deleted, unless they
bought another plan. This is what I did for the exploration. I started a WordPress blog site last
year around this time as an honors module for my mass media writing class. I continued to use it
for another class on convergent journalism, as well as a social media class. Since I’d been
utilizing my site often and did not want to lose the work I’d put into it, I already knew I was

going to purchase a personal plan of $4 a month, billed annually at $48.

@) Create your website at WordPress.com | Getstarted |
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Who Is Deborah Afolabi?

Be yourself; Everyone else is already taken. — Oscar Wilde. My name is Deborah Afolabi, but everyone calls me Debbie. I am a Honors

Student at Albright College, studying Communications with a track in Public Relations and Advertising. I love.
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&) Create your website at WordPress.com | Getstarted

My name is Deborah Afolabi, but everyone calls me Debbie. I am a Honors Student at Albright College, studying Communications with a
track in Public Relations and Advertising. I love anything and everything related to the arts, but especially literature.

When I'was little, my older brothers used to tell me that I would be sent to a mental institute for always talking to myself. Terrified of that
happening, I did what any six-year-old child would do: I went crying to my father. You see, I wasn’t talking to myself; I was making up
stories and saying them aloud. Thankfully, my father didn’t send me to a mental institution. Instead, he took me to the public library, a trip

which was soon followed by the gift of a journal. This was the beginning of my journey to becoming a writer.
I read, and still do read, a variety and exorbitant amount of books. This love of reading drove me to the journal my father gave me, which
helped in controlling the influx of characters, plots, and ideas I was reading about in my novels. These ideas made the stories that I had

been voicing aloud since I was little.

I'had always been an English student, so the writing wasn't new to me. I just put down my own thoughts and ideas. It was when I saw them

come to life on the page, just like in my novels, that I knew writing mething [ wanted to do.

Thirteen years later, and I am making a career of something that started as a simple prank from my brothers. I still read and write
creatively, but I hope to gain a broader understanding of and skills from all the forms of writing

Writing was an outlet for the active imagination I've always had, and the only way for me to communicate with others, I want to be able to

communicate with everyone, and show others that they can do the same.

See my about page for links to my portfolios and even more information on me!
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Writing for the Mass Media

Blog Feed (includes images)

@) Create your website at WordPress.com | Get started
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Photograph by Dr. John Pankratz

Hello and welcome to my blog site!
My name is Deborah Afolabi. I am a communications major at Albright College, with a track in Public Relations and Advertising.
See my introduction post for more information on me!

The content on this blog site ranges from stories on my college campus to stories, research and opinion pieces about myself and my

interests. I hope you enjoy!

Want to see more of me and my works?

Check out my Instagram page as well as my portfolio site with my writing, graphic design and photography portfolios!

00~
About Page
What my site looked like before I started the exploration.
The first thing I did once I was upgraded was accidentally create a whole new domain.
I’d actually just wanted to change the site address of my blog, a setting I came across once I
realized I had not, in fact, changed the address of my site. I did delete the created domain, as it
cost an extra $18/year in addition to my WordPress plan after one year free, and I didn’t really
need it. One thing I did find that I did not like, was that I could not change the domain name of
my site. It either had to be .wordpress or the domain of my original site: .news.blog. I opted for
.news.blog, but I wish it could have been .com, which is what I had on the domain I accidentally

created at the beginning.
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Congratulations on your purchase!

Your new domain deborahafolabi.com is being set up. Your site is doing
somersaults in excitement!

@ B When will it be ready?
oo
Your domain should start working immediately, but may be
unreliable during the first 30 minutes.

Learn more about your domain

m Your primary domain

Your existing domain, campusnews.news.blog, is the domain
visitors see when they visit your site. All other custom domains
redirect to the primary domain

Accidentally creating a new domain

Delete this domain by typing “deborahafolabi.com” into the field below:

Type your domain name to proceed

deborahafolabi.com
+| lunderstand that this is permanent and irreversible.

Deleting deborahafolabi.com is permanent. You will no longer own it, and it could be registered by someone else.

Need help? Chat with us ¥ Delete this Domain

Deleting the domain
Site Domains ~/  The domain deborahafolabi.com was removed from your account. X
€ Back Change Site Address

Once you change your site address, campusnews.news.blog will no longer be available. Did
you want to add a custom domain instead?

Enter your new site address
deborahafolabi wordpress.com v

+ Good news, that site address is available!

Change site address

Changing my site address
Changing my site address from my original.
The next thing I did was a rebranding of my site. I selected a new theme template first:
Rebalance. I selected this theme exactly for what it is known for: balance. I also really liked how
it used a grid-like format for the blog feed. My original blog feed was an endless stream of the

entire posts, instead of the main image, the title, and an excerpt. My original theme was Plane.
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Rebalance
by Automattic Rebalance

You areme naing s  dm of the Rebalanc hem by Auomasti
[Z Customize site

Overview Support

Bring some balance back to your website withRebalance, a simple portfolio theme for photographers,

artists, and graphic designers with a clean look and large-format images perfect for displaying artwork and
photography. Its layout and fonts are responsive, so your site’s legible and stylish no matter the size of the
screen. And it includes six accent colors options and supports site logos, so it's easy to add a personal
touch

Free and Priceless at the
Same Time The Grace of the Duke
of Wellington

Sticky Post: Is space still
the final frontier?

Choose this WordPress portfolio theme to build a new online home for your top projects. This website h
template is the perfect starting point for art directors, illustrators, website designers, and all sorts of

independent artists. The ability to add a custom header image and a sitewide loge (not shown in theme

L]
demo) provides an opportunity for extra personalization.
If your current portfolio website feels cluttered and outdated, you'll love the way Rebalance gives your - g
creativity room to breathe. Start building your design portfolio with this flexible and free WordPress theme! A -
4 Gooc

le Play Store » Downloading * now ~

The Bible App Free + Audio, Offline, Daily Study

CANCEL  MANAGE NOTIFICATIONS

ATy . Fesurea mages s seerl laces,cucing aichive
The theme template I selected.

The last thing that cinched the theme for me was the menu. I really liked how balanced it
looked at the top of the screen, even though there were many pages. This menu led me to the
Customizer in order to add more pages to my site, which I couldn’t do before in the free version.
I added a portfolios page to my site, in addition to my home, about, and blog feed page (which I
still cannot edit, even with a plan). Something cool I found while editing my menu in the
Customizer was that I can nest pages under other pages, creating dropdown menus. I nested my
about page under home first. My WordPress exploration is supposed to be my writing portfolio,
so I made pages for each category of works (as designated on my original portfolio) and nested

them under a main “Written Works” page.
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x Save Changes % Q Search menu ftems x Save Changes %

Customizing » Menus Customizing » Menus
< Custom Links v <
Primary Primary
Pages N
Menu Name Menu Name
Primary v Graphic Design Portfolio ge Primary
{ Home Front Page
Home FrontPage X £l Home v
-+ Blog Feed Posts Page
About Page X ) About <
- Portfolios Page
Blog Feed Posts Page X Blog Feed AV >
-+ About Page
Written Works Page X Portfolios ~ >
Graphic Design Portfolio Page X Add New Page + Add Written Works v <
Reorer | 3 Additems Bk < Graphic DesignPortfe ~ ~ ¢ 5
Photography Portfolic < B
Projects v
Menu Locations
Done
Here's where this menu appears. If you'd like to Categories v
change that, pick another location.
/| Header Menu (Current: Primary) Tags v Menu Locations
Sociaitenl Here's where this menu appears. If you'd like to
Formats v change that, pick another location.
Mg Ursions P ¥ Header Menu (Current: Primary)
roject Types v
Automatically add new top-level pages to () Sociel Ménu
i Project Tags N
Q) HideCo » & [0 @

wrien won vo<
Audio Reports v <
Poetry ANV <D
shortStories A v < >
PRand Advertising A v ¢ >
Albright Arts Mag A v < >
Research A~ <P

Graphic Design Portf. A~ ¢ >

Photography Portfoli A < >

Menu Locations

if youd like to

Who |s Deborah Afolabi?

Be yourself; Everyone else is already taken. — Oscar Wilde. My name is Deborah Afolabi, but

Automatically add new top-level pages to everyone calls me Debbie. ...
this menu

Menu Options

December 4, 2019

Adding more pages to my site, creating dropdown menus.

I do intend to use this site as my main portfolio site, so I did the same for my graphic
design work, but intentionally left all those pages blank. Once you add a page, it automatically
becomes live, so I went back through and unpublished all the pages associated with my graphic
design portfolio by making them drafts. However, since the pages are still part of the menu, they

all still show up and are clickable.
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Customizing - Menus

<y mary

ShortStories A v < >
PRand Advertising A v < >
Albright Ats Magz A~ ¢ >
Research A < >

Graphic Design Portf A~ ¢ >
Digital Designand <
Albright Ats Mage A v < >

ARTZSS: Compute A v ¢ > Who Is Deborah Afolabi?

Miscellaneous A~ ¢ >
Be yourself; Everyone else is already taken. — Oscar Wilde. My name is Del

Internships AV <D everyone calls me Debbie. ...

SKillsUSA Advertis A v~ ¢ > December 4, 2019

Competition

it Social Media Content Creation and

cousi:Comez ~ v Il > It is very important that brands be consistent with the content they share
Photography Portfoli A <> social media. They ...

November7, 2020
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Microsoft Office Ho.. & Upcomin kresley cole...

An embedded page at campusnewsnews.wordpress.com says

b “

Are you sure you want to unpublish this post?

COM390: Convergent Journalism

Start writing or type [ to choose a block

83 Mai X sta X | B DIC X | @ Wel % Cou X DUEX | @Unc X | DIDeb X | @Buil X | @Gre X @rPacx BEovx HEHorx Ew x _+, g X
»

-
&« f @& deborahafolabi.news.blog

@ MyFARSA20102 J MicrosoftOfficeHo.. @ Self-Service-Home @ Upcoming Events ™ Events Archive | Alb. https:/pawprintalb.. @ Search: kresley cole.. (I MLAFormattingQu.. @ Albright Library - M. »

@ Mysite B Reader @ e

Debbie Afolabi

Blog Feed Portfolios v

Graphic Design Portfolio

2 Trackers
Gravatar

3 Ccustomize ¢

My graphic design portfolio dropdown menu and making the associated pages drafts in an attempt to make them

unseeable. However, as shown by the last image, the pages are still visible.
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I like both dark and bright colors so I wanted to utilize those themes as best as I could in
my site. So the next thing I took a look at was the color theme. I played around with the
background palettes several times in my process of making my site. The first time, I settled on a
pink text and elements on a dark burgundy background. I thought it was alright, but realized soon
enough (and during class) that it was not a good option. I found that I could change the color of
the text on each individual page (white was the best choice), but ultimately the color palette itself

was not ideal.
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x SaveChanges 4
Customizing
<
Colors & Backgrounds
Background [ Defauit

Colors

Choose a Palette

More H Back

Pick a Background Pattem

TUE DUE | @ Und D) pebi | @ Builc | @ Reb (@ ¢ x | @ Edt | @ wit B Frec | B con

B

f @ wordpress.com
@ My FARSA-2019-2 Microsoft Office Ho.. @ Self-Service -Home @ Upcoming Events ® Events Archive | Alb.. https://pawprint.alb.. @ Search:kresleycole.. (Ul MLAFormattingQu.. @ Albright

SaveChanges ¢
Customizing

Colors & Backgrounds

Background [ Default

Colors

Choose a Palette Who IS Deborah Afolabi>

Be yourself; Everyone else is already taken. — Oscar Wilde. My name is Deborah Afolabi, but
everyone calls me Debbie. ...

December 4, 2019

Social Media Content Creation

Pick a Background Patte:

m
.
e a:;;a ﬂ and Curation
N, w: b
Codae ) It is very important that brands be consistent with the content they share with their audiences on

Q.. ] al
hitps://campusnewsnews wordpress.com/wp-admin/customize phpZretum=ht wordpress inews calypso=true&calypsoOrigin=https Fwordpress coméframe-nonce=h0e00a702285Upport User=__Support token=#
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Playing around with the color theme. My original selected color scheme and its issues.

After several attempts to change other elements on the site due to color restrictions, I
went back to the drawing board. This time I found that I could match the palette to the header
image, which helped tie in my site beautifully. There was still an issue of text, but going through
each page individually and changing the text to white (and the white background of editor mode
no less) was not a good use of time. I found that in the Customizer, after you’d selected your
pakatte, you could fix the entire site at once by clicking on the two color circles of the palette.
The first circle controlled the color of the text, while the second one was for links, widgets, and

other features.
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Quecrce (B & @ @
Final selected color scheme, and editing the palette to change the entire site.

The last thing [ worked on was the content of the site itself. My home and blog feed
pages did not need any changes. On my about page, I changed the link of the Instagram icon
from my personal account to my photography account which I started about a week ago. I also
changed the paragraph about my portfolio site, leading visitors to the new portfolio pages of my

site and my WIX photography portfolio site.
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Photograph by Dr. John Pankratz

Hello and welcome to my blog sitel

My name is Deborah Afolabi. | am a communications major at Albright College, with a track in Public
Relations and Advertising.

See my ntroduction post for more information on mel

The content on this blog site ranges from stories on my college campus to stories, research and
opinion pieces about myself and my interests. | hope you enjoy!

Want to see more of me and my works?

Visit my written works and graphic design portfolios under the portfolios tab in the menu. My
photography portfolio can be accessed by clicking on the link icon below. as well as my
accompanying Instagram page. A copy of my resume can be downloaded below as well.

Want to get to know me? Fill out the form below!

Name (required)

Email (required)

My new “About” page information.

One main issue I ran into was adding documents to the site. My original portfolio site
allowed me to upload PDFs, taking thumbnail snapshots of the works as previews. I did not want
my portfolio pages to look like how my blog feed used to, and I especially did not want to copy
and paste multiple page documents into my site, and lose formatting of them. I spent a good

while trying to figure out how to figure this out, even almost changing the layout of pages.
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To be loved, to feel loved

Introduce new sections and
organize content to help visitors.

You and Monsters Have Nightmares (onserenangines ndorstand

the structure of your content

Since you were young Typography 2
You've always had the same nightmares. Font size Custom

‘With the same monsters and the same scenarios

Detout =
The same doubts, same horrors
Same fears, same weaknesses Line height
:

Until one night
You realized
That monsters have nlgh'm;\re> too Color settings ad
And it should be you

Advanced =

Itis you

You are their monsters and their scenarios
Their doubts, horrors
Fears and weaknesses

And now,

You enjoy the night

Document ~ Heading

Overwrite Page Content?

Changing the page's layout will remove
any customizations or edits you have
already made.

Cancel Change Layout
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x Use About layout

About

Use this space to say
BlogPages your mission

o s @ statement. Lorem

3 : ipsum dolor sit amet,
o, == it consectetur adipiscing
o elit.
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Excerpt v
Discussion v

Page Attributes ~

Our Mission Add more information about your
mission. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit. In sit amet

i Wi g
Playing with page layouts to try and figure out how my written works should look.

Eventually, I did find that I could add documents to my media library, thanks to Google
and WordPress blog. I can add documents to my media library and there is a file block in which
you add files that can be downloaded by visitors. Although I only put a few of my works on the
site and not all, there will be more so I think the download list method was the best. The colors
of the links match the color scheme and I was able to hide the actual “download” button, which I
did not like. It did not match the color scheme of my site and I could not edit it to match either,
but I could hide it which was perfect. In addition, I also made all the links open on a new page,
as that is something I think would benefit visitors so they don’t have to go back to where they

were after opening the file. I also added my resume as a file to my about page.
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In addition, I made my “Written Works” page a landing page for all the category pages of

my writing portfolio. It was here that I discovered buttons. I added buttons for each of my

portfolio categories, and made the link for each button its respective page on my site. Under each

button, I added a little blurb about what the portfolio category featured, as well as an overall
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blurb for the entire portfolio at the top. In addition, I went back to the Customizer so I coil find
the exact code for the link colors as the buttons do not automatically follow the color scheme.
But at least I could edit them; I made the outlines so the color wasn’t too much on the site, and

made the color the same yellow as all the links on the site.
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Debbie Afolabi

Blog Feed Portfolios v

Written Works

1am a creative writer in addition to the work I've done for my major and blog. Feel free to take a look
at any of the written pieces I've done.

This portfolio consists of my poems. | write poetry depending on what | am feeling, and when it
strikes me to.

Short Stories 3 Trackers

Iam a huge bookworm, so it may not come as a surprise that | am often writing my own stories as
well. This portfolio has some of the short stories | have written.

Waiting for cache.

My Written Works page with the edited buttons, as well as how I made them that way.

Overall, working with WordPress is really a love-hate relationship. To me it is more
suited as a blog than anything else, but there are workarounds. Once you know how to do

something, it becomes a better experience, and this goes for both the free version and paid plans.
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Home

Who Is Deborah Afolabi?

Be yourself: Everyone else is already taken. — Oscar Wilde. My name is Deborah Afolabi, but everyone
calls me Debbie. .. More

December 4, 2019

Social Media Content Creation and Curation

Itis very important that brands be consistent with the content they share with their audiences on
social media. They .. Mare

Nevember7, 2020 S€ Customize ¢ Edit
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Photograph by Dr. John Pankratz

Hello and welcome to my blog sitel

My name is Deborah Afolabi. | am a communications major at Albright College, with a track in Public
Relations and Advertising.

See my Introduction post for more information on mel

The content on this blog site ranges from stories on my college campus to stories, research and
opinion pieces about myself and my interests. | hope you enjoyl

Want to see more of me and my work
Visit my written works and graphic design portfolios under the portfolios tab in the menu. My

photography portfolio can be accessed by clicking on the link icon below, as well as my
accompanying Instagram page. A copy of my resume can be downloaded below as well.

o n@

Deborah Afolabi - Resume

Want to get to know me? Fill out the form below!

Name (required)

_ 3 Trackers

Email (required)
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Tweet
Social Media Content Creation

and Curation

Itis very important that brands be
consistent with the content they share
with their audiences on social media.
They.

Edit

Who Is Deborah Afolabi?

Be yourself: Everyone else is already
taken. — Oscar Wilde. My name is.
Deborah Afolabi, but everyone calls me
Debbit

&2t Social Media Writing Styles
and Platforms to go with Them

There are many different types of
writing styles for social media. Writing
on social media can be professional,
snarky and...
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Written Works

| am a creative writer in addition to the work I've done for my major and blog. Feel free to take a look
at any of the written pieces I've done.

This portfolio consists of my poems. | write poetry depending on what | am feeling. and when it
strikes me to.

Short Stories

| am a huge bookworm, so it may not come as a surprise that | am often writing my own stories as
well. This portfolio has some of the short stories | have written.
€ Gustomize

Waiting for cache.
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poetry

is the song of the heart

everything you wanted Lo say

but never ocould

Click on the links to access the poems!
Know B

A Girl of Fire

3 Trackers

Faeebeok

Share this:

The final pages of my site.



