How long have you been at Albright?
White: This is my second year at Albright
College as an NEH-funded Visiting
Assistant Professor of American Cultural
Studies.

What classes do you teach?

White: | regularly teach upper-level
American literature courses for English
majors and creative writing.

What are you involved in around campus?

White: | am a co-advisor for the English
Honor Society Sigma Tau Delta and a

member of the FYS planning committee for

the campus common reader.

What is your genre of writing?

White: | am a multi-genre writer. My
primary genres are poetry, personal essay
and literary criticism.

What inspires your writing?

White: Inspiration has come to me in
different ways. My latest collection of
poetry, “My Afmerica,” was inspired

by the many ways that the American
family has come under threat via racism,
terrorism and police brutality. Yet it is also
a celebration of the ways families work to
bond and create good memories for future
generations. | spent a lot of time thinking
about what was happening around the
country and examining events that were
taking place in my own family.

How long have you been writing?

White: | have been publishing poetry,
fiction, and criticism since the late 90s.
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What are your accomplishments within
writing?

White: As far as more recent publications,
I have published two collections of
poetry, “My Afmerica” (2019) and “Fast
Fat Girls in Pink Hot Pants” (2012). I also
have a collection of essays, “Survivor’s
Guilt: Essays on Race and American
Identity,” forthcoming in March 2020.
Additionally, I have book chapters in two
critical anthologies: “Seeking Home:
Marginalization and Representation in
Appalachian Letters and Song” (U of
Tennessee P, 2017) and “Literary
Expressions of African Spirituality”
(Lexington Books, 2013). I have also
published poetry, essays, short stories,
book reviews, and interviews.

How do you plan to continue with your
writing in the future?

White: My next two writing projects
include a collection of poetry based on
slavery and my family tree and a book of
literary criticism.

How has your writing impacted the world
around you?

White: As families continue to become
more diverse through interracial marriage
and transracial adoption and suffer
fragmentation through domestic terrorism,
people look to my work as a way of
bringing these discussions into the
academy and other intellectual and artistic
spaces. | am regularly approached to share
my work in various reading series, literary
festivals, and MFA programs.
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. of the 2018 Trio Award for her poetry collection, “My Afmerica” (Trio House
Press, March 2019). Her prose and poetry have appeared in such journals as
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“My Afmerica” is available in the Albright College Bookstore.
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